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Elizabeth A. 
Johnson

After receiving a PhD in theology from Catholic University of America 
(1981), she taught at that university for ten years before moving to Fordham 
University. Professor, mentor, writer, editor, and public lecturer at home 
and abroad, she is a former president of the Catholic Theological Society of 
America, the oldest and largest society of theologians in the world, and a 
former president of the American Theological Society, an ecumenical 
association. She loves to teach and was awarded Fordham University’s 
Teaching Award in 1998 and Professor of the Year Award in 2011 (most fond 
of these). 

Dr. Johnson has received fifteen honorary doctorates, the John Courtney 
Murray Award for distinguished achievement in theology, and numerous 
other accolades. Her book She Who Is garnered several honors, most 
notably the Grawemeyer Award in Religion. Her work has been translated 
into thirteen languages, including German, Spanish, French, Italian, 
Portuguese, Dutch, Polish, Icelandic, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Korean, 
Indonesian, and Thai. She serves on the editorial boards of the journals 
Theological Studies, Horizons: Journal of the College Theology Society, 
and Theoforum. She appears with photo and brief biography in the Library 
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of Congress 2009 Engagement Calendar, entitled Women Who Dare, for 
the week of June 22-28, 2009.

Deeply involved in the life of the church, her public service has included 
being a theologian on the national Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue (1984-91); a 
consultant to the US Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Women in Church 
and Society; a theologian on the Vatican-sponsored dialogue between 
science and religion, and on the Vatican-sponsored ecumenical 
conference on Christ and world religions; and a core committee member of 
the Common Ground Initiative, started by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
(Chicago) to reconcile polarized groups in the Catholic Church. (from 
https://www.fordham.edu/academics/departments/theology/faculty/eli
zabeth-a-johnson/)

The Sisters of St. Joseph, also known as the Congregation of the Sisters 

of St. Joseph, abbreviated CSJ or SSJ, is a Roman Catholic religious 

congregation of women founded in Le Puy-en-Velay, France, in 1650. This 

congregation, named for Saint Joseph, has approximately 14,000 members 

worldwide: about 7,000 in the United States; 2,000 in France; and are active in 

50 other countries. (From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sisters_of_St._Joseph)
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Symbol

P 45 (46)
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Symbol

P 45 (46)
“Marcia Falk notes, "Dead metaphors make strong idols,“ (p45 (46))
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Traits
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Lost Things

6



Images of God

What is this????

P 194 (204)
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Three what?

The word first came into trinitarian language as the Greek hypostasis, a 
philosophical term that is virtually

untranslatable into modern English. (p203 (213-214))
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Bad math…
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Ideal humanity
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Classical Trinitarian Theology

Father Son Spirit World

Father

Son

Spirit

P 221 (233)
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Which of these models is best for you?

How does God in the World and World in God relate to these models?

P 221 (233)
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P 57 (58)
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